
As we bid farewell to 2007, its time to pause for a moment
and reflect on some of the important events of the past year.
ItÕs no surprise that most people within the industry quickly
consider the incredible crop yields more significant than the
events that happened throughout the year. This article will try
to give due diligence to both as we close out another year in
the Louisiana Sugar Industry.

The year started with much of the sugar belt feeling
fortunate that the December 2006 freeze didnÕt completely
devastate the crop that was still being processed. The
crippling cold and late season rains left many fields rutted by
the time the last mill finished the Õ06-Õ07 harvest season in
mid-January 2007. Thus, the year began with growers
repairing the harvest scars and yet another mill (South
Louisiana Sugars, Inc.) announcing that it would no longer
process sugarcane. This move left eleven raw mills in the core
of the industry and a newer mill in the far western portion of
the sugarcane region that processed cane to syrup, but didnÕt
produce sugar. Cool temperatures and a mid-March freeze,
had the crop off to a slow start.  Although the shorter-than-
normal crop was unsettling for much of the early growing
season, favorable conditions throughout the summer months
had most areas reporting solid stands of cane later on. With
only one hurricane skirting the far western sugarcane region,
the crop developed into one of the best in the stateÕs history
and certainly better than those of recent years. Table 1 shows
the industry yield over the last decade.  While the yield
figures are still preliminary, the production of 1.4 million tons
of sugar will register as the stateÕs fourth largest crop in its
history. The total acreage reported was 415,000 acres, but
after seed cane acreage was taken; only 388,000 acres were

harvested for sugar. The harvest of 13.4 million tons of cane
during a relatively dry harvest season contributed to an
outstanding yield of 222 lbs of sugar per ton of cane and 34.5
tons of cane per acre. The average yield of 7644 lbs. of sugar
per acre marks only the second time that state average sugar
per acre yields have topped 7000 lbs.  

So, what made the 2007 sugar cane crop unique? While itÕs
true that Mother Nature provided much of the cane belt with a
near-perfect season, the noteworthy yields may be largely due
to a healthy shift of new varieties over the area. The once-
major variety LCP85-384 occupied less than 50% of the
acreage; down from 90%+ acres several years ago (personal
communication, Dr. Ben Legendre, LSU Ag Center). The bulk
of this acreage was in older stubble as this variety is being
phased out of production to make place for several newer
varieties. Fortunately, LCP85-384 did not seem to be as
badly affected by sugarcane rust during 2007. The experts
have indicated that the late spring freeze may have helped to
delay the spread of rust just long enough for the crop to
become well established. Rust apparently did not affect the
yields of HoCP96-540 which was grown on almost 30% of
the acreage. This variety continues to gain approval by
producing very good yields of cane and sugar over much of
the area. The acreage of L 97-128 has also increased, but will
probably decrease from the 10% to 15% range due to
mediocre yields and its susceptibility to sugarcane smut.
Growers have also expressed a bit of reluctance to planting a
large amount of Ho 95-988 due to its susceptibility to sugar
cane rust and stalk breakage.  But, several other newly
released varieties are being planned for expansion; including
L 99-226, L 99-233 and the newest variety HoCP00-950.

This variety, released for commercial
production in 2007, boasts the highest sugar
per ton yield of any variety ever released
to the industry. All of these varieties have
performed well in yield tests and growers
are encouraged to use them to maximize
their sugar production.   A hearty thank
you goes out to everyone involved in the
development of new sugarcane varieties
for the industry. Merci beaucoup!

While the crop production news was
positive during 2007, the cost of doing
business has risen with drastically
increased fuel and fertilizer costs. Although
the sugar industry is not alone in having to
deal with higher production costs, the most
difficult challenge is making the necessary
adjustments without getting an increase in
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Crop Harvest Tons Cane S/T T/A S/A

Year Acres total (lbs. r.v.) (tons) (lbs.)

1997 380,000 12,019,441 212 31.6 6,710

1998 395,000 13,358,869 189 33.8 6,397

1999 432,000 15,982,000 211 37.0 7,800

2000 460,000 15,497,457 202 33.7 6,800

2001 452,000 14,976,997 207 33.1 6,867

2002 446,000 14,879,247 180 33.3 5,989

2003 444,000 13,223,930 216 29.8 6,445

2004 425,000 11,484,111 207 27.0 5,607

2005 412,000 10,786,275 219 26.0 5,700

2006 406,000 12,434,453 206 31.3 6,464

2007 388,000 13,372,570 222 34.5 7,644

Table 1. Louisiana Sugarcane yields 1997-2007
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ca–a es el principal endulzante, pero Àque
podemos decir de otros productos
obtenidos de ca–a de azœcar?  En
numerosos reportes se ha discutido el
increible potencial de la ca–a y el papel
que pudiera jugar en reducir la
dependencia de nuestro pa’s en el
petr—leo extranjero.  En estos momentos
la capacidad competitiva cada vez mayor
de la energ’a verde en la forma de etanol,
es cada vez m‡s atractiva. La industria
domŽstica del azœcar debe sacar ventaja
de las oportunidades de desarrollar
nuevos mercados para nuestros productos.
La perspectiva para el futuro es que el
cambio es inevitable y el 2008
indudablemente abre oportunidades para
dar forma al futuro de la industria de la
ca–a de azœcar de Louisiana.

Herman Waguespack, Jr., A g r — n o m o ,
Liga Americana de la Ca–a de A z œ c a r.

Translated by Hera Acuna. Email:
h a c u n a @ n c . rr. c o m

raw sugar prices.  Industry leaders dealt
with these issues throughout the year
while lobbying congress for a favorable
farm bill. Although a final farm bill was
not passed during the year, both the
House and the Senate passed their
versions of a new farm bill which must
now go to a conference committee
before being voted into law. The year
also brought on continued negotiations
between the U.S. and Mexico to ensure
a fair and equitable US-Mexico
sweetener market.  

The year 2007 may be remembered
for its high yields and production costs,
but one can only look forward to the
new year and overcome the challenges
it will bring. These days, the average
farmer must also be a smart business
director to eek out a profit. Mill
managers must be able to employ new
technology and also take advantage of
market opportunities to remain
competitive. There is no doubt that pure
cane sugar is the premier sweetener, but

what about other products from
sugarcane?  Numerous reports have
discussed the incredible potential of
sugarcane and the role it could play in
reducing our nationÕs dependence on
foreign oil. Each year the
competitiveness of green energy like
ethanol becomes increasingly attractive.
The domestic sugar industry must
position itself to take advantage of new
opportunities to develop new markets
for our products. The promise for the
future is that change is inevitable and
2008 will undoubtedly hold its share of
opportunities to shape the future of the
Louisiana Sugar Cane Industry.

Source: Herman Waguespack Jr. is an
agronomist at American Sugar Cane
League, Thibodaux, LA.
Email: hlwag@amscl.org
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