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A Review of the 2007 Louisiana Sugarcane Industry

As we bid farewellto 2007,its time to pausefor amoment

andreflecton someof theimportanteventsof the pastyear
It@ no surprisethatmostpeoplewithin theindustryquickly
considertheincrediblecropyields moresignificantthanthe

eventsthathappenedhroughoutheyear This articlewill try

to give duediligenceto bothaswe closeout anotheryearin
the LouisianaSugarindustry

Theyearstartedwith muchof the sugarbelt feeling
fortunatethatthe DecembeR006freezedidn®completely
devastatéhe cropthatwasstill beingprocessedrhe

crippling cold andlate seasomainsleft manyfields ruttedby

thetime thelastmill finishedthe O06-O0iarvestseasorin
mid-Januan?007.Thus,theyearbeganwith growers
repairingthe harvestscarsandyet anothemill (South
LouisianaSugars)nc.) announcinghatit would no longer

processsugarcaneThis moveleft elevenraw mills in the core

of theindustryanda newermill in the far westernportion of

the sugarcaneegionthatprocessedaneto syrup,but didn®

producesugar Cool temperatureanda mid-Marchfreeze,
hadthe crop off to a slow start. Althoughthe shorter-than-
normalcropwasunsettlingfor muchof the early growing

seasonfavorableconditionsthroughouthe summemonths

hadmostareageportingsolid standsof canelateron. With

only onehurricaneskirting the far westernsugarcaneegion,

the crop developednto oneof the bestin the state€history

andcertainlybetterthanthoseof recentyears.Table1 shows

theindustryyield overthelastdecade.While theyield

figuresarestill preliminary the productionof 1.4 million tons

of sugarwill registerasthe state€¥ourth largestcropin its
history Thetotal acreagaeportedwas415,000acresbut
afterseedcaneacreagevastaken;only 388,000acreswere

Table 1. Louisiana Sugarcane yields 1997-2007

harvestedor sugar The harvestof 13.4million tonsof cane
duringarelativelydry harvestseasorcontributedto an
outstandingyield of 222 Ibs of sugarperton of caneand34.5
tonsof caneperacre.Theaverageyield of 7644Ibs. of sugar
peracremarksonly the secondime thatstateaveragesugar
peracreyields havetopped7000Ibs.

So,whatmadethe 2007 sugarcanecrop uniqueWhile itG
true thatMother Natureprovidedmuchof the canebelt with a
nearperfectseasonthe noteworthyyields may be largely due
to a healthyshift of newvarietiesoverthearea.The once-
majorvariety LCP 85-384occupiedessthan50% of the
acreagedownfrom 90%+acresseveralyearsago(personal
communicationPr. BenLegendre.SU Ag Center).Thebulk
of this acreagavasin older stubbleasthis varietyis being
phasedut of productionto makeplacefor severanewer
varieties.Fortunately LCP 85-384did not seemto beas
badly affectedby sugarcaneustduring2007.The experts
haveindicatedthatthe late springfreezemay havehelpedto
delaythe spreadof rustjustlong enoughfor the cropto
becomewell establishedRustapparentlydid not affect the
yields of HOCP96-540which wasgrown on almost30% of
theacreageThis variety continuesto gainapprovalby
producingvery goodyields of caneandsugarover muchof
thearea.Theacreagef L 97-128hasalsoincreasedbut will
probablydecreasérom the 10%to 15%rangedueto
mediocreyieldsandits susceptibilityto sugarcansmut.
Growershavealsoexpressea bit of reluctanceo plantinga
large amountof Ho 95-988dueto its susceptibilityto sugar
canerustandstalk breakage .But, severalbthernewly
releasedarietiesarebeingplannedfor expansionjncluding
L 99-226,L 99-233andthe newestvariety HoCP00-950.
This variety, releasedor commercial
productionin 2007 ,boastghe highestsugar

pertonyield of anyvarietyeverreleased

Crop Harvest Tons Cane S/T T/A S/A to theindustry All of thesevarietieshave
Year Acres total (Ibs. r.v) | (tons) (Ibs.) performedell in yield testsandgrowers
areencouragedo usethemto maximize
1997 380,000 12,019,441 212 31.6 6,710 their sugarproduction. A heartythank
1998 395,000 13,358,869 189 33.8 6,397 you goesout to everyonenvolvedin the
1999 432,000 15,982,000 211 370 7,800 developmenbf newsugarcanearieties
2000 460,000 15,497,457 202 33.7 6,800 | fortheindustry Merci beaucoup
2001 452,000 14,976,997 | 207 33.1 6,867 Wh”e;he Crozpo%md#c“o”“i"‘éswas
ositivedurin 7,the costof doin
2002 446,000 14,879,247 | 180 333 | 5,989 Eusines msrg enwith drastically g
2003 444,000 13,223,930 | 216 298 | 6445 | jncreaseduel andfertilizer costs Although
2004 425,000 11,484,111 207 270 5,607 the sugarindustryis notalonein havingto
2005 412,000 10,786,275 219 26.0 5,700 dealwith higherproductioncosts the most
2006 406,000 12,434,453 206 31.3 6464 | difficult challengeis makingthenecessary
2007 388,000 13,372,570 229 345 7644 adjustmentsvithout gettlng_an increasen
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raw sugarprices. Industryleadersdealt
with theseissueghroughoutheyear
while lobbying congresdor a favorable
farmbill. Althougha final farm bill was
not passediuringtheyear boththe
Houseandthe Senatgassedheir
versionsof anewfarm bill which must
now go to a conferenceeommittee
beforebeingvotedinto law. Theyear
alsobroughton continuednegotiations
betweerthe U.S.andMexico to ensure
afair andequitableUS-Mexico
sweetenemarket.
Theyear2007mayberemembered
for its high yieldsandproductioncosts,
but onecanonly look forwardto the
newyearandovercomethe challenges
it will bring. Thesedays,theaverage
farmermustalsobe a smartbusiness
directorto eekout a profit. Mill
managersnustbe ableto employnew
technologyandalsotakeadvantagef
marketopportunitiesto remain
competitive.Thereis no doubtthatpure
canesugaris the premiersweetenetbut
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ca-aesd principa endulzarte, pero Agie
podenos decir de otros productos
obteridosde @-adeazea?
numerosos reportes se ha discutido €
increible potencial delacaa yd papd
que pudiera jugar enreducir la
dependercia de nuegro pasend
petr—eo extrarjero. En estos momentos
la capacidad competitiva cada vez mayor
de la erg'a verde en laforma ce danal,
es cala \ezmis aractiva. La industria
domZstica del azoear debe scar vertaja
de lsoportunidacks de desarrollar
nuevos mercados para ruestros productos.
La perspedivaparad futuro esque d
cambio esinevitabley el 2008
indudademente alre oportunidades para
darforma d futuro de laindustria de la
ca-ade azea de Louisana.

Hermman Waguepack, Jr., Agr—nomo,
Liga Americana de la Ca—a de Azoecar

Trandated by Hera Acuna. Email:
hacuna@na.com
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whataboutotherproductsfrom
sugarcaneNumerouseportshave
discussedheincrediblepotentialof
sugarcanendtheroleit couldplayin
reducingour nation®dependencen
foreignoil. Eachyearthe
competitivenessf greenenergylike
ethanolbecomesncreasinglyattractive.
The domesticsugarindustrymust
positionitself to takeadvantagef new
opportunitieso developnewmarkets
for our products.The promisefor the
futureis thatchanges inevitableand
2008will undoubtediyhold its shareof
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